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The French Riviera  

 

Home to the sea & the mountains 

 



"One day, eternal beauty went in search of 
a place that would never shun it. It 

discovered the French Riviera and settled 
there, immediately feeling at home... And 

there it has remained ever since." 
 

Louis NUCERA 
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The French Riviera: strategically 
positioned within Europe  

 

 



ĈNo .1  international  airport  in  France  after  Paris :  
9,603 ,014  passengers  in  2010  ( -2,3% )  and  a 
maximum  handling  capacity  of  13  million  

 
Ĉ105  destinations  -  35  countries  ï 57  airlines  ï 
1,261  flights  per  week  

 
ĈNo .1  scheduled  route  in  France :  Paris - Nice  

 
ĈNo .1  European  network  of  helicopter  
connections  

 
ĈNo .1  in  the  low - cost  business  in  Europe  with  
over  3.3 million  seats  

 
ĈCannes - Mandelieu  Airport :  No .3  business  
aviation  airport  in  France  with  70 ,735  passengers  
in  2010  ( -1,2% ),  10  950  in  business  travel  (+ 3,1% )  

 
 

 
 

Nice C¹te dôAzur Airport 

 

 



 
Ĉ Over 935 million international tourists  in the world in 
2010. The  French Riviera accounts  for 1% of the 
world's  international tourists . 

 

Ĉ 6% of foreign  holidays  in France  
 
 
Ĉ8% of France's  international tourism  income  
 
 
Ĉ7% of foreign  pax nights  in France  

 
 
Ĉ 4% of French pax nights  in France  

 
 
 

The French Riviera and world tourism  

 

 



The French Riviera: No.1 tourist 
destination in France after Paris   

 

 
Almost 12 million visitors per year  

 

Tourist population: From one day to another, between 60,000 and 
650,000 tourists are in the Riviera -C¹te dôAzur region. The lowest point 
is in mid - January and the peak during the weekend of 15 August.  
 

Visitors  -  excluding  
day - trippers  (no 

overnighting ), cruise  
passengers  and 

stays  in own  
department  of 

residence  



 
 

The French Riviera: No.1 tourist 
destination in France after Paris  

 

 
Over 64 million nights  

 

Average  length  of stay : 5.9 nights  
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Almost 50% of the clientele is foreign  

 

 

% of foreign holidays  
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The French Riviera: No.1 tourist 
destination in France after Paris   

 

 Main markets in 2010              Thousands of stays    % 

1 Italy 

2 British Isles 

3 Germany 

4 USA 

5 Scandinavia  

6 Spain   

7 East Europe 

8 Belgium  

9 Switzerland  

10 Russia  

11 Netherlands 

12 Asia except Japan 

13 Africa 

14 Middle East  

15 Canada 

Other  

 

     TOTAL 
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4,5 billion euros spent by tourists  

 

 

Tourist  expenditures  (2010) related  to stays , excluding  transport to reach  
the region , to which  must be  added  the casinos games  products  : 422 

million euros en 2009/10 (47.5% in Monaco).  
 

 
69 ú SPENT PER DAY BY AIR VISITORS  

 
 

Average  spend  in 2010 for visitors  who  flew  in, excluding  day - trippers , all 
types of accommodation taken  together , giving  a spend  per stay  of 565 

euros.  

 



 
 

Over one quarter of spend due to 
business visitors  

 

 

AVERAGE SPEND PER DAY 
(VISITORS WHO FLEW IN ð AVERAGE 09/10) 

 
Short stay (1 to 3 nights) ééł168 
Long stay (4+ nights).ééé..ł60 
Paying accommodationéééł105 
Free accommodationééééł44 
Business tripééééééé..ł123 
Leisure tripéééééééé.ł60 
First tripééééééééé..ł72 
Already beenééééééé ł67 

ł54

ł73
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Over 60% of spend by foreign clientele  
 

 



 
 

French Riviera hotel revenue  

 

 

HOLIDAY TAX: 33 communes collected holiday tax in 2009 for a 

total amount of 10 million euros. This amount represents 37% of 
the total for the PACA region.  

  
 

 

Officially rated hotels          Av. room price Revenue per room in 2009  

   
4-star hotels                ł226     ł122    
3-star hotels      ł93      ł54   
2-star hotels        ł65        ł35  
0- and 1-star hotels    ł48      ł29   

Effective prices, inc. VAT, excl. meals 



  
 

 
 

75,000 jobs in tourism in the Alpes -
Maritimes  

 

 

I.e. 18% of total jobs in the Alpes - Maritimes.  
INSEE estimate of "salaried" jobs directly linked to tourism in 

2003 = 49,333 (excluding Monaco), i.e. 13.5% of salaried 
employment in summer.  

 
 

Seasonal salaried employment only accounts for 17.5% of the 
annual total.  



% of stays  

Hotel 

Holiday rental 
 Holiday residence 

Family or friends 

Holiday home 

Other 

 
 

40% of stays are in hotels  

 

 

  
  
 

 

In  terms  of  nights,  the  order  is  reversed :  52 %  of  visitors  stay  in  a  
holiday  home  or  with  family  or  friends,  and  only  14 %  stay  in  a  
hotel . 



  
 

 
 

Fewer than 1 in 2 stays in summer  

 

 

  
  
 

 

June  to  September  totals  only  42 %  of  arrivals  

% stays, all accomodation 



  
 

 
 

1 in 5 trips for business  

 

 

Business  trips  last  
an  average  of  4 ,5  
nights ;  leisure  trips  
last  an  average  of  
6 ,5  nights .  

  
  
 

 

The  200 ,000  congress  delegates  who  fly  in,  spend  235  euros  per  
day  (average  09 - 10 ) . 



 
 

1 stay in 3 in Nice  

 

 



 
 

600,000 tourists in the hills and the 
hinterland  

 

 Excluding trips by French Riviera residents 
 

WINTER 2006/7: 286,000 tourist stays in the snow zone; 163,000 stays by the residents of the 
Alpes-Maritimes and Monaco. Average length of stay: 5.2 nights. 
 

JULY & AUGUST 2009 in the hinterland (excluding the pre-Alpes dõAzur): 200,000 tourist stays 
(32% foreigners) averaging 9.3 nights and spending ł260 per person; 104,000 stays by the 
residents of the Alpes-Maritimes and Monaco averaging 11.1 nights. 
 

VISITS TO THE SNOW ZONE in the Alpes-Maritimes (visitors and residents, all types of 
accommodation) totalled 2,565,384 nights in 2009/10 (+ 1.1% compared to winter 2008/9).  

 

THE PARC NATIONAL DU MERCANTOUR 
Over 500,000 visitors go to the Mercantour each year; over 30,000 of them go to the Vallée des 
Merveilles. In 2007, 338,000 visitors between 1 July and 15 September. 2/3 are hikers. 35% of 
visitors were day-trippers, travelling from home to spend the day. 



 
MAIN TOURIST ATTRACTIONS                   Visitors in 2010 
(excluding natural sites, villages and activity centres) 

 
 
Alpha le Temps du Loup (wolf park)            St-Martin-Vésubie     50 733 
Musée des Merveilles         Tende     30 194 
R®serve des Monts dõAzur-Haut Thorenc  Andon     18 000 
Maison du Parc National du Mercantour    Tende    14 384 
Eglise N.D. des Fontaines   La Brigue   10 630 
Arboretum Marcel Kroenlein          Roure       7 925  
Saorge Monastery           Saorge       6 789 

 
 

Hills and hinterland: most - visited 
attractions  



 
 

Means of transport used by visitors  

 

 

  
  
 

 

12% of the French and 35% of foreigners travel by airplane. The 
"Road" group includes coach parties and hire vehicles.  

Transport to reach  
the French Riviera, 

excluding  day -
trippers . 

2%

18%

22%58%

Road

Boat

Train

Plane



Tourist facilities 
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The French Riviera: a wide palette of 
accommodation  

 

 



 
 

84% of beds  officially  
rated  

Over one third  of 
officially  rated  rooms  in 

4* and 5* hotels  
 
 
 
 

24 5* hotels   

2nd  area for holiday  
residences  in France  

 
 
 
 

16% 

8% 

39% 

15% 

7% 

15% 

Camp sites 

 
Unrated capacity 

Other officially rated 

accommodation 

Hotels 

Holiday residences 

 

Officially rated  

holiday rentals 

 
 

Accommodation  

 

 

152,000 beds in commercial accommodation  

 



CAPACITY 
Capacity on sale on 1.1.2009              Establishments         Beds 
Officially rated hotels    658   58 482 
Officially rated camp sites*   97   23 439 
Holiday residences      47   22 612 
Officially rated holiday rentals              2 803   10 858 
Officially rated holiday villages     17     6 613 
Youth centres    25     1 945 
Holiday cottages    514     2 313 
Holiday hostels for families         9                         999  
 

Total capacity, officially rated    4,170               127,261 
  

Unrated holiday residences     50   11 191 
Unrated hotels    138     3 926 
Non-standard residences     37     3 270 
Private holiday centres**   25     2 425 
Mountain lodges        66     1 674  
Unrated villages and centres   6     1 017 
B&Bs     86        593 
Unrated camp sites         7        339 
 

Total commercial capacity   4,585   151,696 

Bed capacity (pax equivalent) ð excluding unrated rentals, time-share, holiday camps for children, student residences, 
language schools, boats and caravans. 

 
 

Accommodation  

 

 



The Alpes - Maritimes contains  5.4% of holiday  homes in France 
and 34% of those  in the PACA region . 

 
 
 
 

Accommodation  

 

 

160,000 holiday homes  

 

  
  
 

 

Almost  120 ,000  holiday  
home  owners  do  not  
reside  in  the  Alpes -
Maritimes . Over  48 ,000  
reside  abroad  ( 51 %  in  
Italy , 16 %  in  the  United  
Kingdom , 8 %  in  
Scandinavia  and  6 %  in  
Belgium  -  Luxembourg) .  

Owners address 

20% 

28% 30% 

22% 

Foreigners 

Alpes 
Maritimes 

Paris area 

Rest of France 



 
 
 
 

Accommodation  

 

 

Capacity per geographical zone  

 

  
  
 

 

Total  capacity  ( 2009 )  of  commercial  beds . The  Cannes  zone  
(including  Le  Cannet  and  Mougins)  plus  Mandelieu  account  for  
25 %  of  all  beds . 



 
 

The French Riviera: Art & Culture  

 

 

  
  
 

 

Over 130 monuments and museums  open to the public + 150 art 
galleries  
The Alpes - Maritimes ranks  1rst in the chart  of French departments  
for the number  of museums  after  Paris  



3.2 million visitors (tourists and residents) to 102 museums, monuments and attractions open to the public in 2010, 
including 3,119,877 visitors to the 61 museums and monuments that attract over 5,000 visitors.  
 

Main tourist attraction: Monaco (7,5 million tourists and day-trippers, 654 895 of whom visited the 
Oceanographic Museum in 2010).  
 

Attractions that draw more than 1 million visitors: Nice Old Town, Promenade des Anglais in Nice, the Croisette 
in Cannes, Cap d'Antibes, Cap-Ferrat, Eze Village, the Village of Saint-Paul, Marineland marine park.  
 

Attractions that draw between 500,000 and 1 million visitors: the perfumeries in Grasse, glass studios in 
Biot, the potters' village in Vallauris, the citadel in Villefranche-sur-Mer, the Parc National du Mercantour. 

 
Attractions that draw over 300,000 visitors: Phoenix tropical gardens in Nice, the village of Gourdon, the Lérins 
Islands, the village of Tourrettes sur Loup. 
 

 
 
 
 

3 million visitors to museums and 
monuments  
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The French Riviera: diverse and profuse 
architectural heritage   

349 listed monuments ï 1,626 protected monuments ï  
2 national historical monuments: The Trophy of Augustus in La Turbie 
and Saorge Monastery ï 2 "Towns of Art and History" ï 1 "Land of Art 
and History" ï 3 "Most Beautiful Village"s of France  



 
 

The 10 main museums  and monuments 
account  for 58% of visits  

 

 
     

Attraction      Visitors in 2010  
     (tourists and residents)  

 
Russian church in Nice   273 427 
Fondation Maeght in Saint-Paul    165 736 
MAMAC modern art museum in Nice  162 951 
Chagall Museum in Nice    150 976 
Fondation Rothschild in Saint-Jean  136 238 
Matisse Museum in Nice    135 715 
Picasso Museum in Antibes   132 968 
Tropical gardens in Monaco   128 788  
Tropical gardens in Eze   124 629  
Natural History Museum   114 479 
Race course in Cagnes-sur-Mer   105 532 



 
 

The French Riviera: a legendary image 
of wonderful gardens  

 

 

  
  
 

 

100 parks and gardens  open to the  
public, including 8  "Outstanding Gardens"  


