ART
& THE CÔTE D’AZUR

2011
The French Riviera is a land of culture - truly a legend, thanks
to the presence of the greatest masters of the 20th century.
Today, it is in perpetual exchange with the world, thereby a
source of immense dynamism and creativity.
Architects, landscape artists, visual artists, designers,
photographers, dancers, musicians, actors, art historians,
writers, fashion designers: all meet on the Riviera at one time
or other to create or show their work in this destination that
charmed or inspired them.
Every year, many large-scale cultural projects are organised in
France; 2011 will place the French Riviera at the heart of the
cultural calendar with the opening of two new museums: the
Bonnard Museum in Le Cannet (inauguration in late June 2011)
and the Cocteau Museum - Séverin Wunderman Collection
in Menton (inauguration in late November 2011).
Bonnard and Cocteau, with their very diﬀerent careers, both
loved the Côte d’Azur where they found protection and light
- both literally and ﬁguratively. Cultural transmission called
for ultimate recognition in the form of museums dedicated
to these two artists who left their mark on the cultural and
artistic history of France. This will be a reality.
This summer, an exhibition titled Contemporary Art and the
Côte d’Azur - 1951 to 2011: a Territory for Experimentation
will also be held in diﬀerent museums to retrace the story of
artistic creation on the French Riviera for over 50 years.
We invite you to revisit the best known sites with a new
approach, again around themes dear to the Riviera: weddings,
family, gardens... and, of course, the major tourist itineraries
in the footsteps of Picasso, Cocteau, Matisse, Chagall, La
Côte d’Azur des Peintres...
And there are architectural itineraries - Baroque, BelleÉpoque, Art Deco, 20th century - to understand architectural
movements and fads.
The French Riviera is a territory without borders, enriched,
decade after decade, with the creativity of the many venues
for expression that shape its image as well as that of France.

SOME FIGURES
The French Riviera oﬀers an extremely broad range of
exhibition venues with over 100 museums in the AlpesMaritimes département and the Principality of Monaco and
over 150 art galleries.

THE MUSEUMS CAN BE DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:
> 3 national museums: Fernand Léger, Marc Chagall,
Picasso “La Guerre & la Paix”.
> 2 museums run by the département (Asian Arts in
Nice and Merveilles in Tende).
> 15 museums dedicated to artistic movements,
including 10 for modern and contemporary art.
> 11 museums dedicated to an artist (Renoir, Peynet,
Fragonard, Cocteau, Matisse...).
> 11 museums dedicated to a particular period in
history.
> 10 museums dedicated to the history of a city or
region.
> 30 theme museums.
> 21 folk museums.
NUMBER OF VISITORS
(ﬁgures for 2009)
9.4 million tourists visiting the French Riviera.
3.1 million visitors to museums and monuments.
THE MOST VISITED SITES
(source: Côte d’Azur Touriscope 2010)
Russian Orthodox Church - Nice
218,917
MAMAC - Nice
(Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art)
163,803
Maeght Foundation - Saint-Paul
146,740
Chagall National Museum - Nice
142,703
Matisse Museum - Nice
134,990
Exotic Garden - Èze
132,979
Exotic Garden - Monaco
131,910
Picasso Museum - Antibes
131,600
Rothschild Foundation - Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat
127,834
Museum of Natural History - Nice
114,479
Hippodrome (racecourse) - Cagnes-sur-Mer
105,532
The 10 main museums and monuments represent a total of
58% of visitors.
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NEWS
IN

2011

NEW
MUSEUMS
BONNARD MUSEUM
Le Cannet
Scheduled to open on 25 June 2011
A museum dedicated to Pierre Bonnard (1867-1947) will open
in June 2011 in Le Cannet where the painter spent the last
years of his life. Hôtel Saint-Vianney, an early 20th-century
townhouse in Le Cannet’s historic centre, will be home to the
first institution entirely dedicated to the artist with a garden
on 500m² building with 350m² exhibition space.
> www.lecannet.fr/museebonnard

JEAN COCTEAU MUSEUM
SÉVERIN WUNDERMAN COLLECTION
Menton
Scheduled to open in November 2011
Architect: Rudy Ricciotti
In accepting the Séverin Wunderman donation, the City of
Menton agreed to create a new museum dedicated to this
protean poet. The structure, with a 2,700m² surface area at
the foot of the old town across from the covered market, will
open in November 2011.
It will comprise areas for permanent and temporary
exhibitions, an auditorium, a shop, an educational workshop,
a cultural centre with a café and a lecture hall.
All the works in this donation will be housed there with an
average of 300 works on display, renewed each year.
To stand out from the collections in the Bastion (today’s
Cocteau Museum) and present the least known part of the
artist’s work, this new museum will be dedicated exclusively
to the work from 1910 to 1950. Another originality: for the very
first time, Cocteau’s work will be presented in all its forms,
cinematographic in particular, since the content of the
collections offers the possibility of creating a museographic
itinerary around the link between graphic arts and
entertainment.
A guided tour of the city will take visitors to the city’s three
Cocteau landmarks: Jean Cocteau Museum - Séverin
Wunderman Collection, the Bastion and the Wedding Hall.
> www.tourisme-menton.fr

SÉVERIN WUNDERMAN ,
COCTEAU
AND MENTON

INAUGURAL EXHIBITION
28 JUNE - 25 SEPTEMBER 2011
Bonnard and Le Cannet - in the Mediterranean light
This exhibition will include some forty paintings and nearly 20
works on paper arranged around four chapters throughout
the exhibition area.
Masterpieces as essential as Autoportrait en boxeur, Atelier
au mimosa, La Terrasse ensoleillée, Nu à la baignoire and
L’Amandier en fleurs will be on display.

FROM VILLA DU BOSQUET
TO THE BONNARD MUSEUM:
GENUINE LEGITIMACY
Bonnard lived in Le Cannet from time to time from 1922
to 1947, renting three villas from 1922 to 1926 before
acquiring Le Bosquet, a house on the heights of the
town, in 1926 where he lived from 1939 until his death in
1947.
The landscapes of Le Cannet and the Mediterranean
light were his inexhaustible sources of inspiration.
During this period of nearly 22 years, he created his
most inspired paintings, those works considered to be
his finest by most specialists.
The surrounding landscape had a profound effect on
Bonnard, a territory with great resonance, like SainteVictoire for Cézanne or Giverny for Monet.
It is this identity and these ties between Bonnard and Le
Cannet that give this museum its true legitimacy.

Séverin Wunderman’s passion for Jean Cocteau began
when he was 19 years old. On his way home after having
received his first wages as a watchmaker’s apprentice,
he saw in an Antiques shop a drawing by Cocteau
dedicated to Les Enfants Terribles for the price of 1,600
Belgian francs... Séverin Wunderman bought it. It was
the first work in his collection.

JEAN COCTEAU MUSEUM
SÉVERIN WUNDERMAN COLLECTION
The building was designed by Rudy Ricciotti, winner of
the Grand Prix National d’Architecture in 2006. This
“Musée de France” will show the artist in all his
activities, with his many facets; Cocteau was one of the
very first ‘multimedia’ artists of the 20th century: from
literature to drawing, from poetry for the theatre to
poetry for the cinema, his genius explored many
different fields.
The Séverin Wunderman donation includes 1,800 works,
including 1,077 by Jean Cocteau, 361 of Jean Cocteau’s
contemporaries and 362 linked to Sarah Bernhardt.
There are 627 drawings, 424 photographs, 309 books
and manuscripts, 266 prints, 31 paintings as well as
sculptures, ceramics, tapestries and jewellery.
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VILLA E1027
EILEEN GRAY AND JEAN BADOVICI
Roquebrune-Cap-Martin
A listed historic site since 2000.
Restoration underway (completion in 2011).
Eileen Gray discovered this enthralling site in RoquebruneCap-Martin in the curve formed by the beach (Plage du Buse)
and Cap Martin in 1926.
At the age of 45, this artist, a prominent decorator and
designer, decided to create her first architectural work for
her friend Jean Badovici. Construction on this site,
inaccessible by road, lasted from 1926 to 1929. It is a genuine
masterpiece of Modernist architecture.
On completion of the project, Jean Badovici, editor of the
journal L’Architecture Vivante, published a special issue
entirely dedicated to the structure: E1027 maison en bord de
mer (E1027, seaside home). The house displayed Le
Corbusier’s five points of architecture (supports, roof garden,
free ground plan, free design of façade and horizontal
windows).
Naval inspiration is everywhere; this is truly an immobile
ocean liner ready to set sail.
Given the building’s small size, Eileen Gray, like other
architects, was interested in studying minimum habitat. Villa
E1027 generously offers a multitude of spaces, with each
room independent, so different activities can be undertaken
simultaneously. For the furniture and decoration, the
architect was constantly inventing and reinventing, without
ever overlooking the functional aspect of objects.
Le Corbusier, a friend of Badovici’s, discovered this
bewitching site in 1938. The famous architect and his wife
Yvonne stayed there quite some time. On this occasion Le
Corbusier painted eight murals on several walls inside and
outdoors.
RESTORATION
The restoration of Villa E1027 is characteristic of an approach
to a structure typical of the 20th-century heritage. The
method combines prior analysis and research as in all
restoration projects for historic monuments. The architect in
charge of the restoration project is faced with specific
problem with Villa E1027, so characteristic of the avant-garde
of the 1920s: 20th-century materials (concrete frame, iron
structure), typology of documentation (black-and-white
photography, architectural journals, theoretical texts).
Once restored, the structure will be assigned a function, still
under debate today, consistent with the entire site of
Roquebrune Cap Martin in memory of Eileen Gray, Jean
Badovici and Le Corbusier, who sought to experiment with
the issues raised by Modernist architecture on the
Mediterranean.
> www.roquebrune-cap-martin.com

ANOTHER REMARKABLE SITE:
LE CORBUSIER’S “CABANON”
Located on Promenade Le Corbusier, a wooden
cabanon (cabin), the architect Le Corbusier’s “secret
castle”, stands under a large carob tree. Designed on
the corner of a table in December 1951, this cabanon
applied the “Modulor”, a mathematical system devised
on the basis of the proportions of the human body
developed a few years earlier. Devised as a minimum
model for a human dwelling, this small unit finally built
on the site in 1952 has also been witness to many
anecdotal events.
Tours on Tuesday & Friday at 9:30am: Office du
Tourisme, 218 Avenue Aristide Briand.

MAJOR
RENOVATIONS - NICE
CRYPTE MUSÉALE - PLACE GARIBALDI
Spring 2011
Nice conceals six metres under street level a genuine
archaeological treasure that reveals 800 years of history. The
works along the tramway uncovered the most important
archaeological find of the last 30 years in France: 2,000m² of
remains, surprisingly well preserved, retracing the history of
the city through its fortifications and helping clear up certain
uncertainties about the city. These remains cover several
periods going back to the Middle Ages with some elements
dating from Ancient times. This treasure will be open to the
public first, for security reasons, in groups of twenty visitors.
Museographic facilities will include video and touch screens
to facilitate the tour through this amazing historical maze.

MONT ALBAN FORT
2011
In the mid-16th century, Nice occupied a key position in the
States of Savoy’s defensive system in the face of invaders. In
1557, the Mont-Alban Fort was built at the request of the Duke
of Savoy, Emmanuel Philibert, by André Provana de Leyni,
from plans by Domenico Ponsello. It is older than the
fortifications of Vauban who saved it from demolition
decided by French King Louis XIV and would also serve as a
model.
The remaining curtain walls and ditches made it a listed
Historic Building in 1913. Despite the many assaults against it
and thanks to the lack of any major alterations since it was
first erected, it remains a perfectly preserved example of
16th century fortifications.

TOUR BELLANDA
2011
This tower stands watch over Baie des Anges at the southern
tip of the Castle Park. In 1825, it was built as a simple
belvedere, on the site of the former Saint-Elme tower that
was part of the mediaeval fortifications on the city’s former
“acropolis”.
In 1844, Berlioz composed Le Corsaire Overture here; he had
written the King Lear Overture nearby earlier, in 1831.
Tour Bellanda will soon be reopened as an exhibition area.

OTHER PROJECTS

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY OF NICE
2013
This small museum, built in the early 20th century, should be
delocalised to provide more space in a future City of Science
and Nature to be built at Parc Phœnix near the Airport. The
collections include over a million items, currently kept in
reserves. The collection is ranked eighth of its kind
worldwide.

ARTISTS’ STUDIOS IN THE FORMER
SLAUGHTERHOUSE - NICE
2013/2014
The former slaughterhouse (on Route de Turin in eastern
Nice) will become the new centre for artistic creation in Nice.
The City aims to transform these 40,000m², including
10,000m² indoors, into a “unique, exceptional venue”. It should
be open to all possible diversity in the arts: painting, dance,
music... The first occupants will be members of the
contemporary artists’ association La Station. Deserted for
years, the slaughterhouse project perfectly illustrates the
principle of rehabilitating an industrial wasteland.
> www.nicetourisme.com

MUSEUM OF CLASSICAL ART OF MOUGINS
Scheduled to open on 31 March 2011
Collections of Roman armour, Greek military weapons,
Ancient Egyptian artefacts, other Greco-Roman works, as
well as paintings by Picasso, Picabia, Chagall, Matisse,
Cocteau, Arman, Dufy...
> www.mougins.fr
To be discovered: La Ronde des Arts de Mougins
Discovering the old village with an original cultural itinerary...:
art galleries and studios as well as historic features in the
village.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SPORT IN NICE
2012
This is part of an ambitious project for a National City of
Sport in the Western part of Nice near the future stadium in
the Plaine du Var. The Museum, located in the district of SaintIsidore, will feature 3,000m² for the display of 100,000 items
currently stored at Le Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.
It will be integrated in the 27,000m² multifunctional complex
that will include the new 35,000-seat Olympic Nice Stadium.

JEAN NOUVEL ARCHITECTURAL CENTRE
AT THE MONT-BORON FORT
NICE
2012/2013
The great architect Jean Nouvel has close ties with Nice; he
is preparing to transform the Battery at the Mont-Boron Fort,
built in 1884 and owned by the City, into a Research Centre
where young professionals can exchange, train and work
together to develop architectural research. The project also
aims to create an international annual summer event in Nice
dedicated to this discipline, inviting world-class personalities
in the field to present their work in exhibitions, forums and
lectures.
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MAJOR
EXHIBITIONS
IN 2011

THE FLAGSHIP
EXHIBITION

Duyckaerts, Jean-Luc Verna, Philippe Ramette, Pascal
Pinaud, Natacha Lesueur, Arnaud Maguet, Céleste BoursierMougenot to mention only a few. The diversity of approaches
aims to create convergences, facilitate comparison,
underscore what unites or diﬀerentiates works and highlight
each one’s intrinsic value.

CONTEMPORARY ART
AND THE FRENCH RIVIERA - 1951-2011
A TERRITORY FOR EXPERIMENTATION

Because the history of a region’s contemporary art must be
written by several authors, the exhibition is enriched with
further contributions from a wide range of players in the
world of contemporary art on the French Riviera: Espace de
l’Art Concret, Theatre of Photography & Image, the
Photography Museum of Mougins, Magnelli Museum Museum of Ceramics of Vallauris, International
Contemporary Art Centre of Carros, Botox[s] Network,
Galerie Catherine Issert, La Station, L’ECLAT, Documents
d’artistes...

Summer 2011 (end June to end October)
Matisse, Picasso, Chagall, Cocteau, Signac, Bonnard, Dufy as
well as Léger and Dubuﬀet are among the major artists of the
ﬁrst half of the 20th century whose names still resound on
the Côte d’Azur, proclaimed “the great studio for modern art”
by the art historian André Chastel.
This story was recounted by nearly 30 museums and other
cultural structures in 1997 in the landmark exhibition, The
Côte d’Azur and Modernity.
This is the second chapter in the story, that of the “great
studio for contemporary art”, as explored in the exhibition
Contemporary Art and the Côte d’Azur, in the summer of 2011
(from late June to late October). With its many partners
(museums, art centres, art schools, cultural associations and
galleries), this project presents the wealth of artistic creation
on the French Riviera for over ﬁfty years from the post-War
period to the present. Works by dozens of artists whose work
developed or continues to thrive on the Riviera are displayed
together for a discovery itinerary between Vallauris and
Menton, via Biot, Vence, Nice...
For this exhibition, each of these institutions oﬀers a facet of
this complex history through a speciﬁc crosscutting theme.
•

The Marc Chagall, Fernand Léger and Pablo Picasso “La
Guerre & la Paix” National Museums recount the history of
painting through the analysis of its components and their
deconstruction. Mirroring the exhibition organised by
artists in 1969 in the village of Coaraze in the hinterland of
Nice, they join the City of Nice in commissioning new
ephemeral urban actions from four young artists.

•

The Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art addresses
the hegemony of colour asserted by the proponents of
Modernity, reinvested by explorers of monochrome and
relayed by players on the current scene.

•

Château de Villeneuve - Émile Hugues Foundation in Vence
deals with another aspect of painting, focusing essentially
on the issue of representation of the human ﬁgure
confronted with its emergence and disappearance.

•

The Jean Cocteau Museum in Menton presents video art
from the standpoint of self-representation by the artist
following the poet’s last feature ﬁlm, Le Testament
d’Orphée.

•

The Villa Arson National Contemporary Art Centre presents
two projects. The ﬁrst concerns documentary research into
the history of performances on the French Riviera from 1951
to the present. The second examines the practice of sound
in its plasticity from Yves Klein’s Monotone Symphony to
the most contemporary practices.

Information - National and international press:
Heymann Renoult Associées
> www.heymann-renoult.com
a.renoult@heymann-renoult.com

In the context of the event
Contemporary Art and the Côte d’Azur,
A Territory for Experimentation, 1951-2011:

LA PEINTURE AUTREMENT
(26 June - 7 November 2011)
In the Alpes-Maritimes’s three National Museums: Marc
Chagall National Museum (Nice), Pablo Picasso National Museum (Vallauris) and Fernand Léger National
Museum (Biot)
> www.musees-nationaux-alpesmaritimes.fr

LA COULEUR EN AVANT
MAMAC - Nice
25 June - 27 November 2011
The Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art explores
the hegemony of colour as asserted by adepts of
Modernity, reinvested by those who explored monochrome, relayed by players on today’s scene.
> www.mamac-nice.org

Going beyond the usual markers distinguishing diﬀerent
movements in art, the exhibition reveals several aspects of a
single work, simultaneously identifying from diﬀerent
perspectives such artists as Raymond Hains, Robert Filliou,
George Brecht, Arman, Ben, Claude Viallat, Noël Dolla, Eric
MAJOR EXHIBITIONS IN 2011 8 9

OTHER
EXHIBITIONS
HAUT EN COULEUR
CERAMICS BY FERNAND LÉGER
Fernand Léger National Museum, Biot
20 November 2010 - 16 May 2011
The exhibition Haut en Couleur presents an exceptional
series of ceramics made by Fernand Léger at the end of his
career, a sort of extension and completion of his pictorial
production.
Around 1950, ceramics had a major role in his production. Like
Picasso, Chagall and Braque in the same period, Léger learned
this technique during regular stays on the French Riviera. He
worked with two former students from his studio, then living
in Biot, the ceramist Roland Brice and his son Claude.
> www.musee-fernandleger.fr

SUMMER EXHIBITION
Maeght Foundation, Saint-Paul de Vence
Summer 2011
Every summer, the Marguerite and Aimé Maeght Foundation,
a unique example of a private foundation in Europe, offers a
key exhibition illustrating the close ties between the Maeght
family and their Foundation with great 20th-century artists.
Programme in preparation.
> www.fondation-maeght.com

SPLENDOUR AND GRANDEUR
OF EUROPEAN COURTS
Forum Grimaldi, Monaco
11 July to 11 September 2011

Museum Picasso, Antibes
Early February - late June 2011

A journey back in time from one palace to another, this
exhibition will take visitors for the first time to twenty-one
European courts to meet great Imperial, Royal and Princely
figures who left their mark on history.
The exhibition is based on an original concept choosing
famous personalities, from the Prince Elector of Saxony, King
of Poland Auguste Le Fort, to Empress Elisabeth of Austria,
as well as such emblematic couples as Napoleon and
Josephine, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg
& Gotha or, more recently, Prince Rainier and Princess Grace
of Monaco. Over the centuries, they all left their mark on the
history of a family, a moment or a country.

After Jacqueline Picasso’s death in 1986, the State received a
donation in 1990. Twenty-two works from this donation are
at the Museum in Antibes, displayed for the first time in
February 1991. Twenty years later, the spotlight is on this
series of works comprising paintings, drawings, lithographs
and ceramics.
> www.antibesjuanlespins.com

Some six hundred amazing, sumptuous works - portraits,
sculptures, artworks, furniture, porcelain, plate, costumes
and jewels - will instil life into four centuries of history,
enriching this itinerary to discover or rediscover unique skills
and great artists of their times.
> www.grimaldiforum.com

THE JACQUELINE PICASSO DONATION

A PHOTOGRAPHE OF MATISSE:
PIERRE BOUCHER
Matisse Museum, Nice
February - April 2011
Pursuing the programme of discovery of the collections and
photographers for whom Matisse posed, the Museum chose
to present the work of Pierre Boucher and his portraits of
Henri Matisse and his studio in his flat at the Régina in Nice in
1938.

HENRI MATISSE, LA DISSOLUTION DU TRAIT
Matisse Museum, Nice
June - September 2011
The next summer exhibition at the Matisse Museum in Nice,
Henri Matisse, la dissolution du trait, is structured around the
planned donation of La Piscine, a ceramic work by Henri
Matisse, a remarkable addition to the Matisse Museum
collections.
This exhibition focuses on both the representation of water in
the painter’s works and the specific nature of his art of
creating a line that comes close to a form of dissolution of the
line in graphic space.
> www.musee-matisse-nice.org

ONE OF OUR FAVOURITES

MONOCHROMIE
Galerie Internationale du Verre, Biot
For one year starting in early July
After Jean-Claude Novaro’s gallery opened in 1977, La
Verrerie de Biot created Galerie Internationale du Verre
Serge Lechaczynski in 1984, and in 1989 Les Verriales,
now recognised as a major international event in the
world of glass sculpture.
Every year, some thirty international sculptors work on
the same theme: the highlight is in early July with the inauguration of an exhibition at Galerie Internationale du
Verre Serge Lechaczynski at La Verrerie de Biot.
> www.galerieduverre.com

INSTALLATION BY PATRICK MOYA
La Malmaison, Cannes
Summer 2011

GOOD TO KNOW

Patrick Moya, artist and former Villa Arson student, lives and
works in Nice... and on Second Life.
“Being an artist in southern France means creating a
Mediterranean art in which the artist asserts his presence
without guilt, where humanity does not recede” Patrick Moya
> www.cannes.com

Saturday 14 May 2011
This special night, which originated with the Ministry
of Culture and Communication, offers another way to
discover the museums of the Alpes-Maritimes
département with events free of charge: educational
and musical activities, guided tours...
> www.frenchriviera-tourism.com

LES PEINTRES DE CAGNES EXHIBITION
Château-Musée Grimaldi, Cagnes-sur-Mer
25 June - 5 September 2011
Retrospective of artists having lived and/or worked in
Cagnes, essentially in the old perched village once dubbed:
“the little Montmartre of the French Riviera”.
In Renoir’s wake, the painters Derain, Cross, Soutine,
Modigliani, Foujita - to mention only a few - memorably
immortalised the narrow village streets and surrounding
landscapes as well as the “natives”!
Oil paintings, watercolours, lithographs, prints, pastels and
drawings from private collections and the Château-Musée’s
reserves will be displayed in the Château, along with
publications by writers who sang the praises of Cagnes, with
over 120 works in this exhibition.
> www.cagnes-tourisme.com

NIGHT OF MUSEUMS

EUROPEAN HERITAGE DAY
Septembrer 2011
This annual event provides a unique opportunity to
discover the local heritage in all its wealth and
diversity, in particular through sites and architectural
elements with many activities organised throughout
the Alpes-Maritimes département.
> www.journeesdupatrimoine.culture.fr

CIRQUE - MARC CHAGALL, FERNAND LÉGER
AU PAYS DES CERCLES EN ACTION
Fernand Léger National Museum, Biot
Marc Chagal National Museum, Nice
Autumn 2011
“The circus was the event of my childhood. And now it is back
in my painting” Fernand Léger admitted at the end of his life.
The exhibition Cirque, Au pays des cercles en action (Circus,
in the land of rings in action) highlights artists’ fascination for
this popular entertainment.
From Degas to Picasso, including Calder and Rouault, the
world of the circus was a constant source of inspiration for
the artistic avant-garde. A friend of the Fratellini family and a
fan of Cirque Médrano, Léger found in this very complete
entertainment a mirror for his pictorial exploration. Marc
Chagall was also fascinated, and many circus figures appear
in his work.
In autumn 2011, the circus will also be in the spotlight at the
Matisse Museum in Nice with an exhibition completing those
organised in the National Museums.

> COMPLETE NEWS AND EXHIBITIONS AT

www.frenchriviera-tourism.com
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THE 21ST CENTURY:
ATTHE HEART
OF CREATION

ART
IN THE STREET
Urban tourism oﬀers yet another way of exploring the heart
of cities. The stakes are fully understood in the AlpesMaritimes département where this notion has served to
develop Art in the Street. Municipalities invest in this area,
relying on creations by many artists to enrich their urban
heritage.

ARTISTS
Sculptures, statues, murals or monuments created by the
greatest names in contemporary art can be admired in the
streets. The best known include:

JAUME PLENSA
New in 2010 !
Le Nomade at Bastion St-Jaume in Antibes Juan-les-Pins.
Buddhas on Place Masséna in Nice.

SOSNO
Giant Venus, the tallest contemporary sculpture in bronze
(26m, 10 metric tons) on the façade of Hôtel Élysée Palace in
Nice.
La Tête au Carré (Squared head), the live-in statue at the
Louis Nucéra Public Library in Nice.
Tribute to Venus and Poseidon, steel sculptures on Avenue de
la Californie in Nice.
Il n’y a plus d’obstacle (No more obstacle), monumental
bronze sculpture at the entrance to the racecourse in Cagnessur-Mer...

BERNAR VENET
New in 2010 !
Nine oblique lines by Bernard Venet, representing the nine
valleys of the Comté de Nice: a sculpture created for the
150th anniversary of the Annexation of the Comté de Nice to
France.
L’Arc 115°5, monumental conceptual sculpture (19m high, 38m
long, weighing 24 metric tons) on the lawn of Jardin Albert Ier
in Nice.

BOTOX[S] ART CONTEMPORAIN
Nice
BOTOX[S] Association groups players in the world of artistic
creation and display determined to represent the world of
contemporary art objectively and professionally. They
defend, represent and support contemporary art, especially
in Nice, a land known for its interest and appeal to art and
artists.
> http://botoxs.fr

MUSEAAV
MUSÉE USINE ESPACE D’ART ACTUEL & VIRTUEL
Nice
Since it opened, this 1,000m² area dedicated to
contemporary art has been striving to show all new forms of
expression through a permanent collection, temporary
exhibitions, a graphic factory, an experimental cultural
laboratory, a café and art shop.
> www.museaav.com

ONE OF OUR FAVOURITES

L’ARTENCIEL for the 3rd time
Saint-Paul de Vence
Sublimation du Banal: la Seconde Vie de l’Objet
11 December 2010 to 15 May 2011
Outdoor exhibition at Saint-Paul-de-Vence includes 27
sculptures and installations on the theme of
“Sublimation of the Commonplace: a Second Life for
Objects”. An exhibition to be discovered in the streets
of the village.
Event organised in partnership with the art galleries of
Saint-Paul de Vence.
> www.saint-pauldevence.com

STREET COMM BY VENCE CULTURES
To make artists’ works as widely known as possible,
Vence Cultures offers a public extension of exhibitions
with works attracting the attention of passers-by and
residents alike. Signals are placed all over town, from
the town gates to Espace Vence Cultures to inform,
orient and make art both familiar and accessible to
everyone.
This “museum outreach” action will start in midNovember 2010 for an entire year, before being
renewed. It will present five local artists in various
places in town.
> www.vence.fr

FESTIVAL DU PEU
Bonson
Summer 2011

Le Giant Stabile by CALDER at the entrance to Saint-Paul.
L’Homme au Mouton by PICASSO on the market square in
Vallauris.
L’envol by KEES VERKADE, sculpture on Place de la Chapelle
in Biot.
Le Voyageur by MAX CARTIER near the Airport in Nice...

For a fortnight, contemporary artists take over the
village of Bonson near Nice. Along the village streets
and squares, works by painters, sculptors and visual
artists perpetuate this phenomenon born in Bonson in
2003, bringing art into the village, a dream cherished by
the municipality and Jean Mas of the École de Nice.
> http://festivaldupeu.org
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EVEN MORE INFORMATION!
•

•

•

French Riviera Pass
One pass for all of Greater Nice. Designed to facilitate
stays, this pass (valid for 24, 48 or 72 hours) provides
unlimited access to Nice le Grand Tour, a panoramic doubledecker bus, free access to museums and sights in Greater
Nice and other advantages with a list of carefully selected
addresses (restaurants, shops, leisure activities, artists’
studios) and packages.
> www.nicetourisme.com
Free admission to the museums of Nice
Nice is a pioneer in opening its museums free of charge to
everyone since 1 July 2008.
Free access to all municipal museums, opening the public
library on Sunday, creating cultural events like C’est pas
classique!
> www.nicetourisme.com
Evening Art dans la ville tour - Nice
Every Friday at 7pm in French and English
Created by fourteen world-famous artists, the artworks
along Line 1 of the Nice Côte d’Azur tramway form an
outdoor museum of contemporary art. Tours are organised
with guides who have met the artists to understand their
works.
> www.nicetourisme.com

OUR
FAVOURITES
Venues dedicated to art can be found in the castles or streets
of villages like Mouans-Sartoux, Vence and Carros, where
temporary exhibitions are held each year with major 20th and
21st-century artists. A chance to discover a village, its narrow
streets...

INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY
ART CENTRE
Carros Village
Thanks to private donors, the International Contemporary Art
Centre of Carros has a major collection of over 1,700 works
representative of artistic creation on the Côte d’Azur in
recent decades: Appel, Arman, Klein, Léger...
> www.ciac-carros.fr

ESPACE DE L’ART CONCRET
CHÂTEAU DE MOUANS-SARTOUX
Mouans-Sartoux
Espace de l’Art Concret, founded in 1990 in the Château de
Mouans-Sartoux, is one of the few art centres with a
permanent collection, the Albers-Honegger Donation, listed
in the Fonds National d’Art Contemporain.
COLLECTORS OF THE CÔTE D’AZUR
26 June to 2 October 2011
As part of the Contemporary Art and the French Riviera
project bringing together the Region’s main Contemporary
Art venues, Espace de l’Art Concret will present an exhibition
featuring a broad panorama of creation from the standpoint
of collectors...
> www.espacedelartconcret.fr

CHÂTEAU DE VILLENEUVE
EMILE HUGUES FOUNDATION
Vence
There are two orientations to the exhibition: theme or
historical exhibitions on modern art and exhibitions of wellknown artists presenting contemporary art in all its diversity.
In the context of Contemporary Art and the Côte d’Azur, a
Territory for Experimentation, 1951-2011, Château de
Villeneuve - Émile Hugues Foundation in Vence presents
another history of painting, focusing essentially on
representation, confronting the human figure with its
emergence and disappearance.
> www.museedevence.com
> ALL MUSEUMS AT
www.frenchriviera-tourism.com

THE FRENCH RIVIERA HAS ITS OWN ART
SCHOOL
VILLA ARSON – NICE

ART SCHOOL & NATIONAL
CONTEMPORARY ART CENTRE
A splendid 18th-century villa, perfectly integrated in
contemporary concrete-and-pebble architecture: a
privileged heritage venue on 20,000m² of terraces and
gardens.
In the context of Contemporary Art and the Côte d’Azur,
A Territory for Experimentation, 1951-2011, the Villa
Arson National Contemporary Art Centre presents two
projects. The first concerns documentary research into
the history of performances on the French Riviera from
1951 to the present - the time of action. The second
examines the practice of sound in its plasticity from
Yves Klein’s Monotone Symphony to the most
contemporary practices.
> www.villa-arson.org

UNLIKELY
GALLERIES
Restaurants, hotels, “chambres d’hôtes”... Some owners enjoy
sharing their passion for art by offering their guests
exceptional decoration. Here are some addresses for a truly
“Arty” stay!

RESTAURANT HÔTEL LES ARCADES - Biot
Exhibition in an exceptional collector’s private world: discover
vaulted rooms converted into galleries for works by local
artists (Vasarely, Braque, Melano, Paco Segasta, Kolb,
César...).
> http://hotel-restaurant-les-arcades.com

HÔTEL WINDSOR *** - Nice
To each room, its artist.
Rooms designed by artists open a window onto the world of
contemporary art: the use of 3D, the play on shape and
texture, humour... Each room is a unique creation, the fruit of
artists’ imagination, reﬂecting their work. Each one oﬀers
guests a discovery experience.
> www.hotelwindsornice.com

LA COLOMBE D’OR *** - Saint-Paul de Vence
One of the hubs of Modernity.
> www.la-colombe-dor.com

HI HOTEL - Nice
An urban hotel designed by Matali Crasset.
> www.hi-hotel.net

LE NEGRESCO ***** - Nice
Renovated since July 2010, the emblem of the Belle Époque
on Promenade des Anglais houses an exceptional collection
of French art works.
> www.hotel-negresco-nice.com

LA MAISON DU FRÊNE - Vence
An “École de Nice” aficionado.
> www.lamaisondufrene.com

LA MOMA - Nice
Events and “chambres d’hôtes”
In the heart of Nice, the creator Valérie Arboireau and the
artist Peter Larsen open up their home, La mOma.
> www.moma-nice.com
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AROUND
MUSEUMS

Alone with your partner, with the family, around gardens,
flowers and fragrances, some of the Riviera’s museums to
discover or rediscover...

LOVE:
TOUJOURS L’AMOUR...
At a time of future princely weddings, some venues dedicated
to love:
MUSÉE PEYNET & du Dessin Humoristique in Antibes Juanles-Pins, featuring the works of Raymond Peynet, creator of
the famous Lovers.
> www.antibesjuanlespins.com/fr/culture/musees/peynet
CHÂTEAU DE LA NAPOULE in Mandelieu-La Napoule, whose
fine sculptures and decoration by Henry Clews combined with
the spirit of a new century make it a unique monument,
witness to its creators’ passion for art.
> www.chateau-lanapoule.com

WITH THE FAMILY
Tours, studios adapted both for children and adults, to
understand together all works and share the joys of creation.
SOME SUGGESTIONS TO SHARE WITH THE FAMILY...
Studios for toddlers at the PICASSO MUSEUM - Antibes
Juan-les-Pins
Sounds, images, colours, objects surge forth from a treasure
trove to help tiny tots meet artworks (for children age 2½ to
4).
> www.antibesjuanlespins.fr
Many educations sessions for children on various themes (art,
Greek crafts, banquets, literature and theatre, etc.) and
treasure hunt at VILLA KERYLOS - Beaulieu-sur-Mer.
Multimedia with Smartphone and MP4 to discover the
history of the village of La Turbie and the TROPHY OF THE
ALPS (www.ville-la-turbie.fr) and the QR Code and NFC*TAGGED HERITAGE TRAIL IN THE HISTORIC CENTRE OF
GRASSE (www.grasse.fr).
Discovery game in the fascinating world of the “King of
Chefs and Chef of Kings”.
A chance to discover the genuine recipe for Peach Melba,
Crêpes Suzette and the culinary tradition at the ESCOFFIER
FOUNDATION - Villeneuve-Loubet
> www.fondation-escoffier.org
Many workshops and birthday parties at MUSÉE DE LA
CASTRE in Cannes with its collections of primitive art,
Mediterranean archaeology, fine arts (Cannes in the 19th
century), musical instruments from all over the world, and at
MUSÉE DE LA MER (Isle of Sainte-Marguerite) with, in
particular, the prison of the Man in the Iron Mask.
> www.cannes.com

VILLA EPHRUSSI DE ROTHSCHILD at Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat
remains ideal for weddings and prestige soirees with its nine
magnificent theme gardens, dazzling collections and splendid
vistas on the sea.
> www.villa-ephrussi.com

In the footsteps of Early Man at MUSÉE DÉPARTEMENTAL
DES MERVEILLES in Tende with the fabulous Bronze Age
rock carvings of Vallée des Merveilles and the TERRA AMATA
MUSEUM OF HUMAN PALAEONTOLOGY in Nice built on the
site of the oldest hearths known in Europe, 400,000 years
old.
> www.museedesmerveilles.com
www.musee-terra-amata.org
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Exploring the Metal Ages and Antiquity to the early Middle
Ages at the ARCHAEOLOGY MUSEUM OF NICE.
> www.musee-archeologique-nice.org
Visiting, sharing with the family and organising birthday
parties around the secrets of perfume at the
INTERNATIONAL PERFUMERY MUSEUM in Grasse.
> www.museesdegrasse.com

MUSEUM GARDENS/
MUSEUMS AROUND
FLOWERS
AND FRAGRANCES
Certain cultural venues were taken over by famous botanists,
architects and artists... An opportunity to link botany and
culture, fragrance and touch in a feast for the eyes...

MUSEUMS GARDENS…
MAEGHT FOUNDATION gardens
Saint-Paul de Vence
The spacious park, created in harmony with the main building
devised by Sert and the Maeghts’ artist friends, offers an
ideal setting for monumental works on display: a bronze by
Zadkine, Calder’s mobiles and stabiles, Miró’s sculptures.
> www.fondation-maeght.com
Sunday with the family at ESPACE DE L’ART CONCRET in
Mouans-Sartoux.
> http://espacedelartconcret.fr
Discovering the civilisations of Asia and the tea ceremony at
the ASIAN ARTS MUSEUM in Nice, floating on a lake amid
fragrant plants.
> www.arts-asiatiques.com

RENOIR garden
Cagnes-sur-Mer
Renoir purchased this 3-hectare estate from a widow,
Mathilde Armand, née Nicolas, on 28 June 1907, after being
charmed by the splendid olive grove. He immediately began
construction on the home, which he occupied in the autumn
of 1908 until his death on 3 December 1919. His youngest son,
Claude Renoir, inherited that estate where he lived until 1960.
It hosts a biennale of sculpture and many other events
throughout the year (Déjeuner sur l’herbe...).
> www.cagnes-tourisme.com/blog

HARTUNG BERGMAN FOUNDATION
Antibes
On nearly 2,600m² in a park with centuries-old olive trees, the
Foundation’s main purpose is to preserve and display the
works of Hans Hartung and Anna-Eva Bergman, thereby
contributing to promoting art in contemporary culture.
> www.fondationhartungbergman.fr

MUSEUMS AROUND FLOWERS
AND FRAGRANCES...
A must

INTERNATIONAL PERFUMERY MUSEUM
Grasse
Symbolic of the French Riviera and the historical know-how
of Grasse, perfume is a global heritage, highlighted in this
“museum of the civilisations of perfume” in its social,
economic, cultural and symbolic dimensions, from the most
ancient times to the present on all five continents... Very
contemporary displays are structured around perfume’s
three symbolic purposes: seduction, health and
communication.
> www.museesdegrasse.com

VILLA-MUSÉE FRAGONARD
Grasse
This elegant late-17th-century country home in a magnificent
garden with majestic palm trees displays works by the
famous painter from Grasse, Jean-Honoré Fragonard, and his
descendants. Fragonard was famous for his portrayals of
love, in particular four splendid scenes On the Topic of Loves
for King Louis XV’s favourite, Comtesse du Barry. Today,
superb replicas of these works grace the Museum rooms.
Besides the artist’s original drawings and paintings, the
stairwell is decorated with amazing trompe-l’œil decoration
attributed to Jean-Honoré Fragonard’s son AlexandreÉvariste, said to have painted it at the age of 13.
> www.museesdegrasse.com

MUSÉE LA BASTIDE AUX VIOLETTES
Tourrettes-sur-Loup
Born of the desire to pursue the fine human adventure of
growing violets that profoundly marked Tourrettes for nearly
150 years, the old Bastide de la Ferrage, now Bastide aux
Violettes, is dedicated to both the memory and the
presentation of violet-growing. It presents the history of
Tourrettes-sur-Loup, its territory, its people, all the uses and
farming methods of violets, as well as the flower with tours
of greenhouses in full season.
> www.tourrettessurloup.com

> INFORMATION

Press file “Les Jardins de la Côte d’Azur – Fleurs et
senteurs” (FR)

OFFBEAT CULTURE

NEW IN 2010 !

MUSÉE DE LA CURIOSITÉ & DE L’INSOLITE
Nice
Set out to discover the wonderful world of magic, dreams and
the bizarre! The magic of automatons, the haunted lounge and
Tarzan’s house await visitors, young and old, in this strange
world of animated objects. The atmosphere of a fair and
amazing automatons. An entire private collection to discover.
> www.museedelacuriosite.com

ONE OF
OUR FAVOURITES:
TOURRETTE-LEVENS
TOURRETTE-LEVENS :
MY VILLAGE IS AN OUTDOOR MUSEUM!
An authentic village of art and heritage just 30 minutes from
Nice, Tourrette-Levens boasts three municipal museums, a
private museum dedicated to the circus and many statues...
In La Maison des Remparts, with its old stones and vaulted
passageways...: the MUSEUM OF TRADITIONAL TRADES (a
unique collection of over 6,000 authentic tools).
The MUSEUM OF PREHISTORY highlights the golden age of
prehistoric hunters. Two major archaeological cave sites
located in its commune, Grottes du Merle and Baume
Périgaud, have contributed significantly to our understanding
of Prehistoric Man’s life and behaviour. A cave wall is
reproduced in the museum.
The Castle-Museum houses a MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY unique on the French Riviera. The world’s most
splendid butterflies and insects are on display in the
mediaeval keep, while dioramas present over 300 mounted
specimens of animals in their natural settings.
DOCTEUR FRÈRE’S MUSEUM OF THE CIRCUS: a private
museum open only to groups by appointment with the Mairie
(Tel. 00 33 (0)493 910 016). Tourrette-Levens can be proud to
have one of the most important museums of the Circus in
Europe and perhaps even in the world, a museum reflecting
the Mayor, Dr Alain Frère’s passion for the Circus in his youth.
Amid the glitter and clowns and ringmasters’ costumes, there
are also wigs having belonged to circus stars like Grock,
Charlie Rivels and countless paintings and posters (including
the only poster for Léotard’s first flying-trapeze act),
postcards and all that relates to the world of the circus.
> www.tourrette-levens.org

MUSEUM OF KITSCH CERAMICS
Vallauris
Since 3 July 2008, a Museum of Kitsch Ceramics was opened
in the historic centre of Vallauris. The exhibition is an integral
part of a private collection put together by Gil Camatte who
spent over 30 years gathering several thousand examples of
what was sold to summer visitors from the 1960s to the
1980s. Here, you can find over a thousand ceramic objects,
modest illustrations of popular culture, part of the history of
ceramics in Vallauris.
> www.vallauris-golfe-juan.fr

> ALL MUSEUMS AT
www.frenchriviera-tourism.com
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TOURIST
AND CULTURAL
ITINERARIES

In the footsteps of great painters.

COCTEAU AND
THE FRENCH RIVIERA
Like many other artists, Cocteau lived many years on the Côte
d’Azur. He made the Riviera his own, offering both its
inhabitants and visitors his perception of Southern France
through works he left in public places: chapels, cultural
venues, wedding hall...

VILLA SANTO SOSPIR
IN SAINT-JEAN-CAP-FERRAT
“A young woman lives in Santo Sospir. It was not a matter of
clothing the walls; it entailed drawing on their skin: I treated
the murals in a linear fashion with the little colour that
highlights tattoos. Santo Sospir is a tattooed villa.” This is
how Jean Cocteau described his work in his friend and patron
Francine Weisweiller’s villa. She invited him to stay on the
Riviera and he decorated the house entirely in 1950, returning
there regularly to paint, write and shoot films until his death
in 1963.
The Villa will be open to the public very soon (for small groups
of visitors).

CHAPELLE SAINT-PIERRE
IN VILLEFRANCHE-SUR-MER
After having tattooed Francine Weisweiller’s villa, Jean
Cocteau confided to a friend in charge of tourism his wish to
offer a chapel to the fishermen of Villefranche in memory of
his youth. In 1957, the poet began working on the walls of the
nave of Chapelle Saint-Pierre.
Cocteau said he wanted visitors to feel as if they were ‘caught
in a fishing net’. The chapel is open to the public.
Across from the Chapel: Hôtel Welcome **** where Cocteau
once stayed.
> www.welcomehotel.com

THE WEDDING HALL
IN THE TOWN HALL OF MENTON
In 1957-1958, shortly after completion of the work in the
chapel in Villefranche, the mayor of Menton at the time,
Francis Palmero, asked the poet to decorate the wedding hall
in the Town Hall of Menton.
The Hall, where weddings are still celebrated in Menton, is
open to the public.

MUSÉE DU BASTION IN MENTON
The Bastion is home to part of the Séverin Wunderman
Collection bequeathed to the City of Menton: a total of 1,791
works, until the opening of the future museum entirely
dedicated to the artist.

THE OUTDOOR THEATRE IN CAP D’AIL
The Centre Mediterranean of Cap-d’Ail was founded in the
1950s by Jean Moreau, former director of youth movements.
In 1958, a group of students wrote to Jean Cocteau, who was
living on the Côte d’Azur to invite him to a theatrical
performance they were giving at the Centre in Cap-d’Ail. The
poet attended and, after the performance held in the gardens,
suggested to Jean Moreau that such a site deserved a real
theatre as in ancient Greece. Moreau took the poet at his
word and asked him to design his ideal theatre.
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IN PICASSO’S
FOOTSTEPS
A little history... The Côte d’Azur and Picasso...

CANNES:
A STUDIO WITH A VIEW ON THE SEA
Picasso discovered the beauty of Cannes in 1927, where he
returned regularly thereafter. In 1955, he made it his main
residence and acquired La Californie, a sumptuous home built
in 1900 with a breathtaking view on the Bay of Cannes.
He used the huge living room both as a studio and a reception
area for friends and visitors.
Many major works were created in this studio, like the series
dedicated to Las Meninas (1957), a tribute to Velasquez and
proof of his attachment to his native Spain. Photographs by
André Villiers, Edward Quinn and Douglas Duncan were taken
at La Californie.
> www.cannes.travel

MOUGINS: PICASSO’S LAST HOME
Mougins witnessed the love of Picasso and Dora Maar from
1936 to 1939. In 1961, he settled there and chose a large house,
Notre-Dame-de-Vie, which would be his last home and studio.
Picasso set up a sculpture studio on the ground floor and kept
most of his personal collection on the first floor. Today,
‘Notre- Dame-de-Vie’ has been renamed L’antre du Minotaure
(the Minotaur’s lair) by the new owner, a Belgian art dealer
fascinated by the Spanish master.
> www.mougins-coteazur.org

VALLAURIS:
A PASSION FOR CERAMICS
Picasso discovered this art form through the work of Georges
and Suzanne Ramié, owners of the Madoura studio. In the
summer of 1947, he spent time with them learning ceramic
techniques. Delighted with the intellectual effervescence of
Vallauris, he decided to settle there and even opened his own
studio (in 1949) in a former perfumery. Studio du Fournas
offered all the space necessary for Picasso to paint
(Massacre en Corée, Fumées à Vallauris...) and create
assemblage sculptures (La chèvre, Petite fille sautant à la
corde...). He produced over 4,000 ceramic works, some on
display in the Picasso Museum in Antibes and the Magnelli
Museum in Vallauris. The "Picasso effect" on Vallauris was
remarkable: many painters, sculptors and ceramists settled
there in turn. Today, Vallauris retains traces of Picasso’s
presence. A statue of a man with a sheep, L’Homme au
mouton, stands on Place de l’Église, in front of the Picasso
"LaGuerre & La Paix" National Museum. Picasso considered
this statue made in 1943 to be a one of his major works.
Picasso’s two works La Guerre & La Paix (War and peace), his
last great political composition, have been displayed in the
chapel of the Castle of Vallauris since 1959.
> www.vallauris-golfe-juan.fr

ANTIBES:
JOY OF LIVING AND CREATING
In August 1946, after spending the month of July in Ménerbes,
Picasso and Françoise Gilot went to Golfe-Juan. Pablo hardly
painted; he drew still lifes, women, flowers and butterflies...
Most of all, he went swimming and sunbathing on the almost
deserted beaches. Romuald Dor de la Souchère, curator of
the Museum of Antibes, invited him to set up a studio in the
museum. There, Picasso worked on a vast lyric poem, a hymn
to life, La Joie de Vivre, a paradisiac landscape representing
Françoise Gilot dancing nude on the beach. After this stay,
Pablo Picasso left 23 paintings (gloss paint, charcoal, graphite
on fibrocement, wood or reused canvas) and 44 drawings in
trust to the City of Antibes.
> www.antibesjuanlespins.com

IN MARC CHAGALL ’S
FOOTSTEPS

IN MATISSE’S
FOOTSTEPS

This lover of light and the Mediterranean land lived in SaintPaul for nearly 20 years, tirelessly integrating the village and
its ramparts in his paintings. Here, Marc Chagall painted his
favourite theme, love, over and over again.

Matisse is one of the painters most strongly identified with
the French Riviera, where he lived and worked for many years.
He left his mark in particular in Nice and Vence.
This itinerary, launched by the Conurbation of Nice, takes
visitors from Vence to Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat via Cagnes-surMer and Nice. It is an invitation to discover art, so dear to the
great painter’s heart.

SAINT-PAUL DE VENCE, 1966-1985
Marc and Valentina Chagall settled in Saint-Paul in 1966.
There, they had a large stone house built, La Colline, designed
for rest, leisure and work. It featured several studios: one for
sculpture, another for making ceramics and a third for
painting.
The artist left some works to the village that welcomed him
and where he lived for nearly 20 years: a monumental
painting, La vie (Life) in the Maeght Foundation and a mosaic,
Les Amoureux (The Lovers), dedicated to Aimé and
Marguerite Maeght, an ideal couple, in the Foundation
gardens.
There are also two other mosaics in the village: Le Grand
Soleil, dedicated to Vava, made by Marc Chagall for his villa
in Saint-Paul, and the mosaic on the primary school in SaintPaul made in 1986 a year after the artist’s death from an
original drawing by Marc Chagall, which Vava gave the
municipality permission to reproduce as a mosaic. Chagall,
who loved children, included among others a child with a
radiant smile, a symbol of joy.
The artist, who died in 1985, is buried in the cemetery of SaintPaul. This man who so loved the Mediterranean lies in the
‘most Mediterranean’ of cemeteries alongside his wife Vava
and his brother-in-law Michel.
> www.saint-pauldevence.com

MARC CHAGALL NATIONAL MUSEUM
IN NICE
The Marc Chagall National Museum, dedicated to a single
theme by a single artist, arose from the artist’s will to bring
together in a single place built for that purpose his most
ambitious work on the Bible: seventeen paintings making up
the Biblical Message.
This “home” Chagall wanted to open to art lovers from all over
the world was made possible by personal support from André
Malraux, one of the painter’s long-time friends and Minister
of Cultural Affairs in 1966 when construction of the museum
began.
The two men shared the same spiritual concept of art as
continuity rather than breach, art as witness above all to
spiritual concerns and the evolution of all humanity. For
Malraux, the 20th century would be religious or it would not
be; for Chagall, spirituality in art had to be timeless and
universal.
> www.musee-chagall.fr

CHAPELLE DU ROSAIRE
AND VILLA MATISSE IN VENCE…
Chapelle du Rosaire, the Chapel of the Rosary, a masterpiece
designed by Henri Matisse, remains a truly unique religious
monument. From 1948 to 1951, Matisse prepared the plans
for the structure and all the decorative details: stained glass,
ceramics, stalls, stoups, liturgical objects, vestments... For the
first time, a painter designed an entire monument, from the
architecture to the furniture and stained-glass windows.
Henri Matisse declared: “this work required four years of
exclusive assiduous work and it is the result of my entire
active life. I consider it nonetheless, despite all its
imperfections, to be my masterpiece.”

VILLA LE RÊVE where Henri Matisse lived from 1943 to
1949, is now a residence open to private guests and artists
wishing to stay in a sumptuous setting and a restful
atmosphere ideal for concentration and inspiration. Henri
Matisse appreciated exceptional light, calm and Nature.
There, he painted many of his most famous works, like Nature
Morte aux Grenades. Located just 100 metres from Chapelle
du Rosaire, Villa le Rêve is in a 2,500m² wooded garden with
an exceptional view of the hills overlooking Vence.
> www.ville-vence.fr

THE MATISSE MUSEUM IN NICE
Housed since 1963 in Villa des Arènes, a 17th-century Genoanstyle palace, the Matisse Museum features a permanent
collection today with 68 paintings and gouache cut-outs, 236
drawings, 218 prints, 57 sculptures (virtually all his sculptures),
14 illustrated books, 95 photographs, 187 of his personal
possessions, silkscreen prints, tapestries, ceramics, stainglass windows and documents.
The value of this collection lies in the revelation of the
painter’s artistic evolution, advances and explorations in the
areas of colour and graphics, from his first paintings in 1890
to the gouache cut-outs of the end of his life.
> www.musee-matisse-nice.org
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LA CÔTE D’AZUR
DES PEINTRES...
IN THE GREAT
MASTERS’
FOOTSTEPS

HISTORY OF THE OPERATION
2006: the year of realisation of the initial project, La
Route des Peintres, in partnership with a few
communes: Antibes Juan-les-Pins, Cagnes-sur-Mer,
Grasse, Le Cannet, Saint-Paul and Villefranche-sur-Mer
29 lecterns installed
2007: the year of attraction, with new communes
drawn to the concept; Menton, Mougins and VilleneuveLoubet became partners.
18 lecterns installed

In 2006, the CRT Riviera Côte d’Azur and other tourist
organisations in the Alpes-Maritimes département decided
to create La Côte d’Azur des Peintres, an itinerary to discover
the sights and places that contribute to shaping this
destination’s identity and are unchanged.

2008: a crucial year with many communes expressing
the wish to become partners of La Côte d’Azur des
Peintres, although several did not have sufficient
pictorial wealth at the time of research.
9 lecterns installed

La Côte d’Azur des Peintres takes the form of nearly 90
lecterns representing landscapes painted by great masters.
These lecterns are set up where easels held the original
works at the time of their creation by Claude Monet,
Raymond Peynet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Chaim Soutine,
Raoul Dufy, Pierre Bonnard, Marc Chagall, Jean Cocteau,
Pablo Picasso...
Seascapes, towns and villages, streets and squares,
gardens...: all themes that contribute to the destination’s
specificity. They recall the presence of these painters in
Antibes Juan-les-Pins, Cagnes-sur-Mer, Cannes, Grasse,
Menton, Mougins, Nice, Le Cannet, Saint-Paul de Vence,
Vence, Villefranche-sur-Mer and Villeneuve-Loubet.

2009: the year of maturity, with the partner cities of
Cannes, Vence and Nice adding a strong dimension and
unquestionable prestige to La Côte d’Azurdes Peintres.
23 lecterns installed

It should be noted that many of these works are on display in
the Riviera’s museums.
La Côte d’Azur des Peintres incites the public to visit
museums and foundations, the places where artists lived and
worked or simply the sights that inspired them.

To date, La Côte d’Azur des Peintres is represented by
nearly 90 lecterns.
Number of lecterns in each commune:
Total number of lecterns
Antibes Juan-les-Pins
Cagnes-sur-Mer
Cannes
Grasse
Le Cannet
Saint-Paul
Villefranche-sur-Mer
Mougins
Menton
Nice
Vence
Villeneuve-Loubet

11
14
5
4
5
3
5
5
5
17
6
3

TOTAL

88

NB: Special La Côte d‘Azur des Peintres guided tours
are organised by the Tourist Bureaux of Antibes Juanles-Pins, Cagnes-sur-Mer, Saint-Paul de Vence, Grasse
and the City of Nice “Service du Patrimoine”.

BAROQUE
ROUTE

ROUTE
DES BRÉA

The Baroque Route satisfies a will to enhance the local past
intimately linked to the artistic vitality expressed on both
sides of the Franco-Italian border from the late 16th to the
early 18th century.
The Route du Baroque Nisso-Ligure provides an opportunity
to discover the finest monuments, religious and secular, a
priceless architectural heritage, a triumphant expression of
faith, the vigour and euphoria of the Counter-Reformation.
The itineraries proposed can be followed alone or with a
certified ‘Route du Baroque Nisso-Ligure’ guide on request.
There are signs all along the route to guide visitors.
Most of the sites on Route du Baroque Nisso-Ligure are
accessible by train.
> Contact: routedubaroque@wanadoo.fr

ONE OF OUR FAVOURITES
“PAYS D’ART & D’HISTOIRE” LABEL
ROYA-BÉVÉRA VALLEYS
The “Pays d’Art & d’Histoire” label was granted to the
Roya and Bévéra Valleys by the Ministry of Culture and
Communication in 2010. This label, which goes to
territories that enhance their heritage and implement a
local urban planning policy, will boost the cultural image
of this destination, bringing national and international
recognition to these valleys in the eastern AlpesMaritimes département.
The main themes developed around the heritage
include:
•

Biodiversity.

•

Landscapes shaped and maintained by the people
for centuries.

•

The archaeological heritage with the petroglyphs
around Mont Bego offers one of the richest open-air
sites with rock carvings in Europe.

•

Towns and villages in the Roya and Bévéra Valleys.

•

Religious art with 58 religious structures (all listed
historic buildings) and a listed historic site (NotreDame de la Menour in the commune of Moulinet).

•

Presence of six historic organs in the Roya Bévéra
Valleys, a unique musical heritage built by masters
from Tuscany and Lombardy in the late 18th and early
19th century.

•

Military heritage (Alpine Maginot Line).

•

The railway built in the early 20th century, with many
exceptional, technically daring structures (helical
tunnel, viaducts...).

•

Industrial heritage.

•

Cultural originality.

Press contact: Isabelle Osché - in charge of cultural
affairs isabelle.osche@adtrb.fr
> www.royabevera.com

The Comté de Nice and neighbouring regions have preserved
a large number of fine works by 15th and early 16th-century
painters, some of whom were greatly influenced by the
Renaissance. From 1430 to the affirmation of Baroque art,
these works cover more than a century, a true golden age.
Our Lady of Mercy (Vierge de Miséricorde) by Jean Miralhet
(1430), an altarpiece in the chapel of the Black Penitents in
Nice, who commissioned the work, is the oldest and certainly
one of the finest examples of the International Gothic style
in the Alpes-Maritimes département.
The most recent works are by François Brea (fl. circa 1555) in
the church of Saint-Martin d’Entraunes and the cathedral of
Sospel, and the retable of Saint Michael in Menton, painted
by Antoine Manchiello in 1565 according to the precepts of
the Counter-Reformation.
Louis Brea, the uncle of François, is the best known of these
painters. Thus, in the Comté de Nice (from Briançonnet to
Lucéram) and on the Italian Riviera (mainly from Taggia to
Genoa), these panel paintings, some of which are among the
finest of their day, have contributed their beauty to the “Alpes
d’Azur” for five centuries.
> Contact: Cercle Brea - cerclebreanice@yahoo.fr
http://www.cg06.fr/fr/decouvrir-les-am/decouvertetouristique/les-routes-a-theme/les-routes-a-theme

The towns of Grasse and Menton have also earned the
“Villes d’Art & d’Histoire” label.
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AROUND GUSTAVE EIFFEL
AND CHARLES GARNIER

THE BELLE ÉPOQUE
AND THE “CÔTE D ’AZUR”

On Mont-Gros, the Observatory stands out as a genuine star
of world astronomy. Founded in 1881 by a wealthy banker,
Raphaël Bischoffsheim, it called on the combined talent of
Charles Garnier for the architecture and Gustave Eiffel for
the Dome. The 18m-long telescope was one of the few in the
world to be used for virtual observation of stars: thus, 2,000
new double stars were discovered in Nice.
Built on one of the most splendid sites on the Riviera, it enjoys
a breathtaking view over Nice. But the Observatoire de la
Côte d’Azur facilities cover 450 hectares in Nice, Grasse and
Caussols (plateau de Calern).
The astronomer Jean-Louis Heudier has set up a certain
number of meetings between researchers and the public to
open the site to neophytes to help them discover this truly
magical place, brimming with history, a historic monument
today at the cutting edge of scientific observation and
research in the Science of the Universe.
> www.oca.eu

In 1888, Stéphen Liegeard coined the name “Côte d’Azur”
(Azure Coast) for what then became the most prestigious
playground for the international elite, first in winter and later
in summer. The finest hours of the Belle Époque have left
many witnesses to a special art of living in the French
Riviera’s heritage. Belle-Époque architecture is a
juxtaposition of specific designs and individual creations.
Winter visitors played a key role in building the architectural
heritage of the Côte d’Azur from 1860 to 1914, most of whose
examples were privately owned. It was not until after 1900
that the proportion of buildings due to collective initiatives
(luxury hotels) increased.
This architectural explosion (with over 450 architects
working in Nice from 1860 to 1925), this explosion of private
architecture was supported by strong municipal initiatives.

THINGS TO KNOW
• Astrorama in Eze: planetarium, exhibitions,
activities, lectures, theme evenings...in a complete
programme the better to understand the Universe.
• Observatory of Nice: one of the international
centres for knowledge of the Universe. Also
remarkable for the architecture by Charles Garnier
and the Dome designed by Gustave Eiffel.
• Observatoire du Plateau de Calern in Caussols
(hinterland of Grasse): groups instruments for
observation, including an absolutely unique
interferometer.

EIFFEL AND GARNIER ON THE RIVIERA…
The two great men designed many structures on the Riviera,
exceptional, inspired venues! Indeed, in the late 19th century,
major architectural works were built on the Riviera designed
by Charles Garnier in collaboration with the great engineer
Gustave Eiffel. Today, those works that are still standing
remain emblematic of the Riviera’s sophistication and appeal.
We have listed several buildings designed by or attributed to
these two great creators, famous respectively for beauty of
the Opéra Garnier and the technical daring of the Eiffel Tower
both in Paris.
Charles Garnier
The Monte Carlo Casino and its Opéra - Grand Casino of
Monte-Carlo and the Trente-Quarante room - Observatory
of Nice - Villa Eilenroc, Cap d’Antibes - Villa Maria Serena
and Villa Foucher de Careil, Menton.
Gustave Eiffel
Dome of the Observatory of Nice - Dome in the Winter
Garden in Hôtel Hermitage, Monaco - Steps of Villa Maria
Serena, Menton - Villa Durandy, Beaulieu-sur-Mer - The
Dome in the Riviera Palace, Beausoleil.

THE RUSSIAN PRESENCE
ON THE FRENCH RIVIERA
At the end of the 19th century, the Russian community
transformed dozens of kilometres of the Riviera between
Cannes and Menton into an annex of the shores of the Black
Sea. Here, tsars, empresses, grand dukes, aristocrats and
scholars lived some of the finest hours in their existences.
Villas and palaces were built in all their magnificence starting
in 1850/1860: the Kotchoubey residence (Fine Arts Museum
today), Palais Romanov, Palais Maeterlinck. The most
spectacular of these Russian residences is Château de
Valrose, now home to the Science Division of the University of
Nice, with a genuine wooden izba from Russia. Elsewhere, a
commemorative chapel was erected in 1867 after the death
of Tsarevich Nicholas Alexandrovich. In 1912, a Russian
Orthodox Cathedral dedicated to Saint Nicholas was built
nearby. Today, this splendid church is one of the most popular
monuments with visitors, including those from Russia who
can find on the French Riviera something of the land of their
ancestors.

ARCHITECTURE AND ART
DECO ON THE CÔTE D’AZUR
The French Riviera has some hidden treasures left by great
men who left their mark in their fields of history and modern
art...
Here are some suggestions...
Le Corbusier designed a cabin in 1952 on the Mediterranean
at Roquebrune-Cap-Martin to spend the summer months.
This Cabanon, next to Eileen Gray’s Villa E1027, has a very
special place in the famous architect’s work, so influential in
20th-century architecture.
Maeght Foundation, whose architect Josep Lluis Sert
designed these buildings in the 1960s, is one of the most
famous private foundations in Europe today.
In collaboration with Josep Lluis Sert as well as painters and
sculptors - Braque, Chagall, Calder, Giacometti, Tal-Coat,
Ubac, Miró... - Marguerite and Aimé Maeght created here an
ideal gallery dedicated to the presentation of modern and
contemporary art. The Foundation has one of Europe’s largest
collections of paintings, sculptures and prints.
Cap d’Antibes also boasts villas built in the 1920s and 1930s,
architectural treasures to be discovered while exploring the
Cape.
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